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REVELATION 11.1-19   GOD’S WITNESSES 
6th to 7th Trumpet Parenthesis 

• 5 Chapter parenthesis 
o Chapters 10 -14 

• Alford calls this chapter “one of the most difficult in the whole Apocalypse” 
(The Greek Testament, 4:655).   1  

• The best guideline to follow in interpreting this section is to take each fact 
literally.   2  

 

Golden Rule of Interpretation 

• “When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no 
other sense, therefore, take every word at its primary, ordinary, 

usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context, 
studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic and 

fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise.” 

The Golden Rule of Interpretation, D.L. Cooper”.   3 
 

In line with this principle: 
1.  A literal temple will be in existence during the Great 

Tribulation in Jerusalem. 

                                     
1 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. 
Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 955. 
2 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. 
Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 955. 
3 J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1958), 44. 
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a. Likely not the grand Temple that Ezekiel envisioned (Ezk. 

40-48), that will come once Jesus occupies Jerusalem 

personally and bodily. 

2. “the holy city”; “the great city”:  should be considered the 

literal city of Jerusalem in keeping with its identification in 11:8.  
3. The time periods of 42 months (v. 2) and three and one-half 

days (vv. 9, 11) should be considered literally.  
4. The earthquake will kill literally 7,000 individuals 
5. The two witnesses should be considered as two individual 

men.  4 
 

1 And a measuring rod similar in appearance to a staff was given to me, 
saying,  
“Get up and measure  

the temple of God  

and the altar  

and those who worship in it.  

2 And leave out the courtyard outside of the temple,  
and do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles 5,  

and they will trample the holy city for forty two months.  

• Literally the correct text reads, “there was given me a reed, 

saying.”    6 
o Measure these three things: 

▪ The Temple of God 
▪ The Altar 

▪ The Worshippers 

• Measure those that worship?  Numbers? 
 

                                     
4 Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture Press Publications, Inc.) 1983, 
1985. 
5 The Times of the Gentiles can best be defined as that long period of time from the Babylonian Empire to the Second Coming of 
the Messiah during which time the Gentiles have dominion over the City of Jerusalem. This does not rule out temporary Jewish control 
of the city, but all such Jewish control will be temporary until the Second Coming. Such temporary control was exercised during the 
Maccabbean Period (164-63 B.C.), the First Jewish Revolt against Rome (A.D. 66-70), the Second Jewish Revolt (the Bar Cochba 
Revolt) against Rome (A.D. 132-135), and since 1967 as a result of the Six Day War. This too, is temporary, as Gentiles will yet trod 

Jerusalem down for at least another 3 1/2 years (Rev. 11:1-2‣). Any Jewish takeover of the City of Jerusalem before the Second 

Coming must therefore be viewed as a temporary one and does not mean that the Times of the Gentiles have ended. The Times of the 
Gentiles can only end when the Gentiles can no longer tread down the City of Jerusalem. 
(Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of Messiah, rev ed (Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries, 2003), 21). 
6 Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 2 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 517. 

http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c011.htm#Rev._C11V1
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/11.html#3.11.1
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/bibliography.html#112943
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• Reed is κάλαμος [kalamos], the same word which described the mock 
scepter given to Jesus along with His crown of thorns (Mat. 27:29).  

• The soldiers used this “scepter” to beat Him on the head (Mat. 27:30; 
Mark 15:19). 

o Kalamos (measuring rod) refers to a reedlike plant that grew in 

the Jordan Valley to a height of fifteen to twenty feet. It had a stalk 
that was hollow and lightweight, yet rigid enough to be used as a 
walking staff (cf. Eze. 29:6) or to be shaved down into a pen 
(3Jn. 1:13). The stalks, because they were long and lightweight, were 

ideal for use as measuring rods.   7  

• Later, one of the seven angels (having one of the seven bowls of 
the seven last plagues) talks with John and uses a golden reed to 

measure the heavenly Jerusalem (Rev. 21:15‣). Measuring 

rod is ῥάβδῳ [hrabdō] which is translated elsewhere by “rod,” “staff,” or 
“scepter.”  8  

o This is the word used for the rod of iron by which the rule of Jesus is 

asserted (Rev. 2:27‣; 12:5‣; 19:15‣). 

 

 
"As the navel is set in the centre of the human body, 

so is the land of Israel the navel of the world...  
situated in the centre of the world,  

and Jerusalem in the centre of the land of Israel,  
and the sanctuary in the centre of Jerusalem,  

                                     
7 John MacArthur, Revelation 1-11 : The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), Rev. 11:1. 
8 James Strong, The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (Ontario: Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1996), G4464. 

http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b40c027.htm#Mat._C27V29
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b40c027.htm#Mat._C27V30
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b41c015.htm#Mark_C15V19
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b26c029.htm#Eze._C29V6
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b64c001.htm#3Jn._C1V13
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c021.htm#Rev._C21V15
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/21.html#3.21.15
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c002.htm#Rev._C2V27
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/02.html#3.2.27
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c012.htm#Rev._C12V5
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/12.html#3.12.5
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c019.htm#Rev._C19V15
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/19.html#3.19.15
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c011.htm#Rev._C11V1
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and the holy place in the centre of the sanctuary,  
and the ark in the centre of the holy place,  

and the foundation stone before the holy place,  
because from it the world was founded." 

Midrash Tanchuma, Qedoshim. 
 

 
 

Three Theories Concerning the Temple Summarized and Compared:  

1. The Temple Mount at the Dome of the Rock  (Dr. Leen Ritmeyer;  Dr. Dan 

Bahat) 
o Temple must replace the Dome of the Rock to be restored 

2. The Temple Mount to the North  (Dr. Asher Kaufman) 

o Temple situated over the “Gazebo of the Winds” directly in 
line with the Eastern Gate and the Mount of Olives. 

 

http://www.templemount.org/theories.html
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3. The Southern Hypothesis  (Tuvia Sagiv) 
o Temple to be situated among pine trees currently in 

southern area in front of Al Aqusa Mosque.  Aerial 
radiography pinpoints previous foundations. 
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42 months: 
• A period which appears in three forms in the Apocalypse:  

o forty-two months (ch. 13:5);  
o twelve-hundred and sixty days (ver. 3, ch. 12:6);  
o a time, times half a time, or  
o three years and a half (12, 14, compare Dan. 7:25; 12:7).   9 

 

Daniel 7:25  And he will speak words against the Most High, and he will 
wear out the holy ones of the Most High, and he will attempt to change 

times and law, and they will be given into his hand for a time and two 

times and half a time.  

Daniel 12:7  And I heard the man who was clothed in linen who was 
above the water of the stream, and he raised his right hand and his left 

hand to heaven and he swore by the one who lives forever that an 

                                     
9 Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 2 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 517. 
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appointed time, appointed times, and half an appointed time would pass 
when the shattering of the power of the holy people would be 
completed; then all these things will be accomplished.  

 

• Walvoord:   “The tendency of some is to spiritualize the 42-month length of 

the Great Tribulation, but this should be taken as a literal period, as 
confirmed by the 1,260 days of 11:3 which are 42 months of 30 days each. 
From this it is also clear that “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24) will not 
end until the second coming of Christ to the earth to set up His kingdom. 

Though Jews may possess Jerusalem temporarily, as they have in this 
century, they will lose possession in the Great Tribulation.”    10 

 

3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one 

thousand two hundred sixty days, dressed in sackcloth.”  

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the 
Lord of the earth.  

• 2 witnesses:  do more in 1260 days then millions of Christians in 

hundreds of generations. 

• Empowered for 1260 days = 42 months (of 30 days) = 3½ years. 
o 1260 Days – 42 months – 3 ½ years! 

o 30 Day “Prophetic” months 

• Who are these guys? 
o Most say Elijah and Moses: 

Malachi 4:5-6    Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet  
Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

6 And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children,  
And the hearts of the children to their fathers,  

Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” 
o And both Moses and Elijah were involved in the transfiguration (Matt. 

17:3), which anticipated the Second Coming.    11 

• What’s their message? 

o Repentance 

o They are clothed in sackcloth, the garment worn by the 
prophets of God who preached repentance.   

                                     
10 John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. 
Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 955. 
11 Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture Press Publications, Inc.) 
1983, 1985. 
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▪ It is the garment that suggests the need to mourn and 
lament over our sins and to get right with God.   

▪ John the Baptist and Jesus Himself preached a 

message of repentance saying, "repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 
 

o Zechariah 4:2-14 – speaks of these two olive trees 
Zechariah 4:11-14 

11 Then I answered and said to him, “What are these two olive 
trees—at the right of the lampstand and at its left?” 

12 And I further answered and said to him, “What are these two olive 

branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from 
which the golden oil drains?” 

13 Then he answered me and said, “Do you not know what these 
are?”  
And I said, “No, my lord.” 

14 So he said, “These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside 

the Lord of the whole earth.” 
 

5 And if anyone wants to harm them,  
fire comes out of their mouth and consumes their enemies.  
And if anyone wants to harm them, in this way he must be killed.  

6 These have the authority to shut the sky,  

so that it does not rain during the days of their prophecy.  
And they have authority over the waters,  

to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with every plague as often as they 

wish.  

• These are powers that Elijah and Moses were known for: 

o Holding back the rain in Jezebel’s time. 
o Moses turning the waters into blood with plagues etc – as 

with Egypt. 
 

7 And when they have completed their testimony, the beast that comes up 
from the abyss will make war with them and will conquer them and will kill 
them.   

8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which is called 

symbolically Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  

• The “Beast” seems invincible at this time – he has killed the two witnesses 
of Christ! 
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• These are the guys no one could even touch earlier!  (11:5-6) 

Revelation 13:4  So they worshiped the 
dragon who gave authority to the beast; 
and they worshiped the beast, saying, 

“Who is like the beast? Who is able to make 

war with him?” 
 

9 And those from peoples and tribes and 
languages and nations will see their dead 
bodies three and a half days, and they will 

not allow their dead bodies to be placed in 
a tomb.  

10 And those who live on the earth will rejoice over them, and will celebrate 
and will send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented 

those who live on the earth.  

• “Merry Anti-Christmas!” – giving gifts in celebration of the 
Antichrist’s apparent victory over God’s witnesses. 

• 3 ½ days of world-wide gawking at the slain witnesses laying in 

the streets of Jerusalem. 
o Putrefying, swollen, maggot infested, smelly bodies thrown 

onto the street to be mocked by all who go by. 
Psalm 79:1-3 

1 O God, the nations have come into Your inheritance;  

Your holy temple they have defiled;  
They have laid Jerusalem in heaps.  

2 The dead bodies of Your servants—  
They have given as food for the birds of the heavens,  
The flesh of Your saints to the beasts of the earth.  

3 Their blood they have shed like water all around Jerusalem,  
And there was no one to bury them.  

 

11 And after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God entered into 

them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.  

12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here,” 
and they went up into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them.  

Revelation 4:1   After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing 
open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet 

speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things 
which must take place after this.” 
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13 And at that hour a great earthquake took place, and a tenth of the city 
collapsed, and seven thousand people were killed by the earthquake, and the 
rest became terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.  

 
 

14 The second woe has passed. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly!  

15 And the seventh angel blew the trumpet,  
and there was a loud voice in heaven saying,  

“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.”  

16 And the twenty-four elders who are seated on their thrones before God fell 
down on their faces and worshiped God,  

17 saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God All-Powerful,  

the one who is and the one who was,  
because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign.  

 
 

18 And the nations were angry, and your wrath has come, and the time for the 

dead to be judged, and to give their reward to your slaves the prophets and to 
the saints and to the ones who fear your name, the small and the great, and to 
destroy those who destroy the earth.”  

19 And the temple of God in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant 
appeared in his temple, and there were lightnings and sounds and thunders 

and an earthquake and large hail.  
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