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Philippians 4.2-5   “Healing Heartbreak” 
 

2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.  

Philippians 4.2  (NLT)  Now I appeal to Euodia and Syntyche.  
Please, because you belong to the Lord, settle your disagreement.    1 
 

Our first introduction to these two women of ministry. 
A big deal because these are leaders in this young church: 

• Vincent:  These were prominent women in the Church, possibly 

deaconesses.    2 

• 2136. Εὐοδία Euodía; gen. Euodías, fem. proper noun. Euodia, meaning fragrant, a 
Christian woman of Philippi (Phil. 4:2).   3 

o Euodia (Εὐοδιαν [Euodian]). This name means literally “prosperous journey” (εὐ, ὁδος [eu, 
hodos]).    4 

o Euodias is incorrect, the name being feminine, Euodia. According to the Tex. Rec., with the long 
o, the name means fragrance; but the correct reading is with the short o, the meaning being 
prosperous journey.   5 

• 4941. Συντύχη Suntúchē; gen. Suntúchēs, fem. proper noun. Syntyche, meaning 
fortunate. A female member of the church at Philippi who is exhorted by Paul to be 
reconciled with Euodía ([2136] Phil. 4:2).  

o Those who maintain that there was an order of deaconesses in the apostolic 
church consider these women to be members of it, giving rise to the censure of 
their differences.   6  

o From συντυγχανω [suntugchanō], to meet with and so “pleasant acquaintance” 
or “good-luck.”   7 

 

 
1 Tyndale House Publishers, Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2015), Php 4:2. 
2 Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 455. 
3 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
4 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Php 4:2. 
5 Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 455. 
6 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
7 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Php 4:2. 
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• Klopper suggests that each of these rival women had church assemblies 
in their homes, one a Jewish-Christian church, the other a Gentile-Christian 
church.   8 

 

“Like Minded”: 

• Vincent:    Be like-minded (τὸ αὐτὸ φρονῆτε). Lit., think the same thing.  
The expression is a general one for concord and is defined in the two 

following clauses: unity of affection, the same love; unity of sentiment, of 

one accord. The general expression is then repeated in a stronger form, 

thinking the one thing. A. V. and Rev., of one mind.    9 
 

• One of the major themes of Paul’s writings: 

o The verb φρονέω to be minded, occurs eleven times in this epistle, 
and but seventeen times in the rest of the New Testament.    10 

Philippians 2:2-3  

2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. 

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  

 

Philippians 3:16  

16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us 

walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.  
 

Romans 12:16–18 (NKJV) 

16 Be of the same mind toward one another.  
Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. 
Do not be wise in your own opinion.  

16 (NLT) Live in harmony with each other.  
Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. 
And don’t think you know it all!   11 

17 Repay no one evil for evil.  
Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  

18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you,  

live peaceably with all men.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:10  

 
8 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Php 4:2. 
9 Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 429. 
10 Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 455. 
11 Tyndale House Publishers, Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2015), Ro 12:16. 
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10 Now I plead with you, brethren,  
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind and in the same judgment.  
 

Not possible for a Christian to ever be of the “same mind in the Lord” with a 
non-Christian. 

• No matter how well you get along 

• No matter how alike you both are. 

• No matter if they are your sibling or spouse. 

• You will never be able to fully agree until you are both Blood-Bought 

Christians. 
o Not everyone is God’s child 
o ONLY believers 
o ONLY those a part of the Body of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 6:14–18  

14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  

For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness?  

And what communion has light with darkness?  

15 And what accord has Christ with Belial?  

Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?  

16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  

For you are the temple of the living God.  
As God has said:  

“I will dwell in them  
And walk among them.  

I will be their God,  

And they shall be My people.”  

17 Therefore  
“Come out from among them  
And be separate, says the Lord.  
Do not touch what is unclean,  

And I will receive you.”  

18 “I will be a Father to you,  
and you shall be My sons and daughters,  
says the LORD Almighty.”  

 
Tim Keller on Php 4:2-3 - He says, “Sisters, remember where you’re from. You’re citizens of heaven. Remember 

where you’re going, the glory. Realize and remember what Christ has done so this could be true. If your minds are 

filled with that, where’s the pettiness coming from? How could there be divisiveness in the presence of those ideas. 
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If you think about that, how could you be petty? How could you be divisive? How the moroseness? Lift up your 

thoughts,” he says. “Lift up your eyes. You’re not seeing the big picture. That’s the only possible way you could be 

so upset with each other.” 

He doesn’t say, “Agree,” by the way. Did you notice that? Oh no, how awful. Paul is not a person who says, “You 

must agree. You have to believe all of the same things. You have to believe in all of the same policies.” He doesn’t 

say that. What does he say? You must agree in the Lord. What he says is, “Don’t you remember what you have in 

common? Don’t you see the big picture? Lift up your thoughts.” That’s what he does, and that is what Paul does to 

everything. That’s how he is a rock, and that’s how you can be a rock too. 

He brings the big things to bear. He brings eternity and judgment day and meaning in life. He brings it all. Every 

moment is about eternity. Every incident is about God, light, darkness, grace, truth, heaven, hell, the infinities, and 

the immensities. They’re all brought to bear. Somebody says, “Well, that’s intense.” Yes, of course, but it works. I 

have to digress just for a second before I move on to the method now. That’s the principle. (Peace in Church and 

Heart) 

 

3 And I urge you also, true companion,  

help these women who labored with me in the gospel,  
with Clement also,  
and the rest of my fellow workers,  

whose names are in the Book of Life.  

• Labored/Contended/Struggled with me in the Gospel 

o From “contended” to the parasite of “contentious”  

o “They fought at my side” – now they fight with each other! 
 συναθλέω 1 aor. συνήθλησα (Diod S 3, 4, 1=‘help’) contend/struggle 

along with τινί someone ἐν τῷ εὐαγγελίῳ συνήθλησάν μοι they fought at 
my side in (spreading) the gospel Phil 4:3 (with stress on the bravery of 
Euodia and Syntyche: FMalinowski, BTB 15, ’85, 60–64; perh. military 
imagery: EKrentz, in Origins and Methods, JHurd Festschr. ’93, 122f). τῇ 

πίστει (dat. of advantage) τοῦ εὐαγγελίου for the faith of the gospel 1:27. 
Abs. IPol 6:1.—DELG s.v. ἄεθλος. TW.   12 

 

• Then, they drug Clement into this fray! 
o Clement was not a peacemaker, perhaps just a 

peacekeeper. 
Matthew 5:9    Blessed are the peacemakers,  
For they shall be called sons of God.  

o How we like to drag others into our support to show that 

other agree with our side. 
o Scripture tells how to deal with issues between Christians: 

Matthew 18:15–20  

15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you,  

go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.  

 
12 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2000), 964. 
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If he hears you, you have gained your brother.  

16 But if he will not hear,  
take with you one or two more,  
that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established.’  

17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church.  
But if he refuses even to hear the church,  
let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.  

18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.  

19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning 
anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in 
heaven.  

20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.”  

 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always.  

Again I will say, rejoice!  

• Rejoice (χαιρετε [chairete]). Present active imperative as in 3:1, repeated 
for emphasis in spite of discouragements. Not in the sense of “Farewell” 
here.    13 

• NO LOOPHOLES HERE – ALWAYS! 

o But, what if . . .  

o But, you have no idea what I’m going through! 
 

Philippians 2:18  

18 For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me.  

Philippians 3:1  

1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to 
you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.  

1 Thessalonians 5:16  

16 Rejoice always,  

 
Bible Knowledge Commentary:   “Sometimes the trials and pressures of life make it almost 

impossible to be happy. But Paul did not tell his readers to be happy. He encouraged them to 

rejoice in the Lord.   

Surely there are many circumstances in which Christians cannot be happy. But they can 
always rejoice in the Lord and delight in Him.  

Paul himself was an excellent example of one who had inner joy when external 

 
13 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Php 4:4. 
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circumstances—such as persecution, imprisonment, the threat of death—were against him.”    
14 

 

• R. Kent Hughes:   “Also, remember that Paul wasn’t writing while 

he lounged in a Roman bath or sipped espresso in Café Roma. 
We must never forget that Paul delivered his defiant command 
to rejoice whatever the circumstances when it was unsure 
whether he would live or die and while he was confined to 

helplessly watching his competitors and enemies make 
advances among the churches of Rome and Philippi. As if to 
answer any question from those who might ask incredulously, 
“Should we really rejoice during afflictions?” he stated twice, 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” Get it?”    15 
 

5 Let your gentleness be known to all men.  

The Lord is at hand.  

• If you have chosen to be obedient to the Holy Spirit – rejoicing become 
disarming to others. 

• Gentleness! 

o “Your forbearance” (το ἐπιεικες ὑμων [to epieikes humōn]).  

“Your gentleness,” “your sweet reasonableness” (Matthew Arnold), 
“your moderation.”    16 

 

• The Lord is at hand:   “The Apostle’s watchword” (Lightfoot), as in 1 Cor. 
16:22 (Μαραν ἀθα [Maran atha], Aramaic equivalent, Our Lord cometh). 
Unless, indeed, ἐγγυς [eggus] here means near in space instead of nigh in 
time.17 

 

 
14 Robert P. Lightner, “Philippians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord 
and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 663. 
15 R. Kent Hughes, Philippians: The Fellowship of the Gospel, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007), 165. 
16 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Php 4:5. 
17 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Php 4:5. 


