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Philippians 4.14-23   “WHAT I NEED” 
 

13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  

• NOT A BLANK CHECK 

• NOT A PERSONAL DOMINION TATTOO 

• Not a coincidence that this encouragement to us all comes 
after the verse on his condition 
o When Paul said that he could do all things, he meant all things which 

were God’s will for him to do. He had learned that the Lord’s 
commands are always the Lord’s enablements.  

o Where the finger of God points, the hand of God provides 

the way. 
o PASTOR CHUCK:  Where God guides, He provides. 

 

• CONTEXT! 
Philippians 4:11–12  

11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state 
I am, to be content:  

12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and 
in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need.  

o Whatever comes Paul’s way, he has the strength to meet it. If he is 
brought low, he is a man in Christ; if he abounds, he is a man in 

Christ. In any and every circumstance he is a man in Christ. As a man 
in Christ he can do all things. As a man in Christ he is content 
regardless of the situation.   1 

o J.Vernon McGee:   “When Paul says all things, does he literally mean 
all things? Does it mean you can go outside and jump over your 

 
1 R. Kent Hughes, Philippians: The Fellowship of the Gospel, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007), 186. 
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house? Of course not. Paul says, “I can do all things in Christ”—that 
is, in the context of the will of Christ for your life. Whatever Christ has 
for you to do, He will supply the power. Whatever gift He gives you, 
He will give the power to exercise that gift. A gift is a manifestation of 
the Spirit of God in the life of the believer. As long as you function in 
Christ, you will have power.”   2 

 

14 Nevertheless, you have done well that you shared (partnered) in my distress.  

• Paul remembers fondly all they have done for him. 
Philippians 1:3–5  

3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,  

4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy,  

5 for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  
 

Philippians 1:7  

7 . . . you all are partakers with me of grace.  
 

o The word he used for “partnership” is the word koinonia, from the 

koinon word group, and means “fellowship” or “partnership” or 

“active participation.” 3 
 

• Isn’t it great to have partners in your troubles, and in your 

success! 
o THIS is what a marriage is to be all about! 

o You WIN together, you FAIL together. 
o Close friends, close partners are there through thick and 

thin. 
 

• The Philippians knew what it was like to suffer: 
Philippians 1:29–30  

29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ,  
not only to believe in Him,  

but also to suffer for His sake,  

30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.  
 

• Contentment did not do away with troubled circumstances.  
Paul knew operating from a Roman jail cell, chained to a Roman soldier, 

was not operating from a position of power. He was in trouble. The present 

 
2 J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 5 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 327. 
3 R. Kent Hughes, Philippians: The Fellowship of the Gospel, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007), 190. 
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Epaphroditus brought from Philippi helped. Paul wants the Philippians to 
know this and to know how commendable he considered their loving 
action to be.   4 

 

15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I 

departed from Macedonia,  
no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only.  

16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once  

and again for my necessities.  

• Here is Paul’s way of acknowledging their gift 
o His tax-deductible receipt, per-se 

o Spurgeon:   “Probably the gift does not come to very much, 
if estimated in Roman coin; but he makes a great deal of it, 

and sits down to write a letter of thanks abounding in rich 
expressions like these.” 
 

• Pretty important, in my mind, to be extravagant sometimes 
o Send a gift that will truly WOW our ministry 
o Send a gift that will truly WOW your spouse 

o Send a gift that will be difficult to ever forget! 
 Extravagance is not a lifestyle – it is a uncommon means of 

telling others you take a special place in my life. 
 Extravagance is relative 

• A step beyond what you would normally give. 

• Leaving the results up to the Lord! 

• The Philippians had given before and they still considered it money well 

invested. 
o His heart-felt gratitude for giving, when no one else would. 
o Paul left Philippi and journeyed right away to Thessalonica 

Acts 16:40 – 17:2  

16.40 So they went out of the Philippian prison and entered the 
house of Lydia; and when they had seen the brethren, they 
encouraged them and departed.  

17.1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 
they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the 
Jews.  

17.2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three 
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  

 
4 Max Anders, Galatians-Colossians, vol. 8, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1999), 264. 
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 The Philippians started supporting Paul right away. 

 When Paul left Philippi and traveled ninety-five miles 
down the Egnatian Way to Thessalonica, the poverty-
stricken Philippians repeatedly sent representatives to 

Thessalonica with gifts to meet his needs. And when 

Paul left Macedonia, they remained the only church to 

support him.   5 
 

17 Not that I seek the gift,  
but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account.  

• Not the size of the gift! 
o The sacrifice that lies behind it! 

o Widow’s mite, or pennies from a Millionaire? 
o What we do with our resources is a window into our souls. 6 

 

• Church giving:  SECRET OF GIVING, IS TO GIVE IN SECRET! 
Matthew 6:19–21  

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,  
where moth and rust destroy  
and where thieves break in and steal;  

20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  
where neither moth nor rust destroys  

and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 

Mark 12:43–44  

43 So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say 

to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given 
to the treasury;  

44 for they all put in out of their abundance,  

but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

 

2 Samuel 24:21–25  

21 Then Araunah said,  
“Why has my lord the king come to his servant?”  

 
5 R. Kent Hughes, Philippians: The Fellowship of the Gospel, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007), 191. 
6 R. Kent Hughes, Philippians: The Fellowship of the Gospel, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007), 190. 
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And David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, to build an altar to 
the LORD, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.”  

22 Now Araunah said to David,  
“Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever seems good to him.  
Look, here are oxen for burnt sacrifice,  
and threshing implements and the yokes of the oxen for wood.  

23 All these, O king, Araunah has given to the king.”  
And Araunah said to the king, “May the LORD your God accept you.”  

24 Then the King David said to Araunah,  

“No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price;  

nor will I offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that which costs me 

nothing.”  
So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.  

25 And David built there an altar to the LORD,  

and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.  
So the LORD heeded the prayers for the land,  
and the plague was withdrawn from Israel.  

 

18 Indeed I have all and abound.  

I am full,  
having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you,  

a sweet-smelling aroma,  
an acceptable sacrifice,  

well pleasing to God.  

• Why? 

o Because it was a treasure, a sacrifice to them – it really 

COST them something! 

o Few people give when it really costs them something. 

 To give out of their poverty, not their wealth. 
 

• The church in Philippi was a church of poverty – but their gifts 

were a treasure to Paul 
o They became an example even to the wealthy church of 

Corinth: 
2 Corinthians 8:1–7  

1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God 

bestowed on the churches of Macedonia:  

2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy  
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and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.  

3 For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond 
their ability, they were freely willing,  

4 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and 

the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.  

5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to 
the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.  

6 So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also 
complete this grace in you as well.  

7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this 
grace also.  

 

19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by 

Christ Jesus.  

Amplified: And my God will liberally supply (fill to the full) your every 
need, according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. (Amplified Bible - 

Lockman) 
 

Shall supply (4137) (liberally supply) (pleroo) means to be filled to the 

brim (a net, Mt 13:48, a building, Jn 12:3, Acts 2:2, a city, Acts 5:28, needs 

Phil 4:19), to make complete in every particular, to cause to abound, to 

furnish or supply liberally, to flood, to diffuse throughout, to pervade, to 

take possession of and so to ultimately to control.    7 

 

• All my wants? – No, all your needs! 

• All my Greeds? – No, all your needs! 
o Food, water, clothing, and shelter 

 

This verse is often yanked out of context as a blank check from God and 

is emblazoned on everything from T-Shirts to coffee mugs. However verse 

19 is not a blank check. It is not a promise of prosperity. Here is what 

many people miss when they take Php 4:19 out of the context of generous, 

even sacrificial giving by the Philippian church. Yes, it is a trustworthy 

promise from God, BUT taken in context, it is a conditional promise. In 

 
7 https://www.preceptaustin.org/philippians_419-23 

http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=4137
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Phil%204.19
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effect, God says "If you honor me with your finances (like the church at 

Philippi had done), then I will meet all of your needs." 

 
• Dwight Pentecost:   “God can meet the multitude of needs of an infinite number of His children because 

He is infinite in the riches of His glory. A man who has limited funds will find those funds depleted as he 
gives to different causes; but if a man has unlimited funds, he can give without limit, and there will be no 

depletion of his supply. Since God is infinite in glory, God can give to an unlimited number of needs and 

still have an infinite supply left. When God gives to His obedient children, He gives according to His 
infinite riches of glory.”    8 

 

The great British preacher Charles H. Spurgeon once learned about this kind of trust 

while trying to raise money for poor children in London. He went to Bristol hoping to 

collect £300 (which in those days was a huge amount of money) for London’s homeless 

children. At the end of the week of meetings, many lives had been changed and his 

financial goal had been reached. That night, as he bowed in prayer, Spurgeon was clearly 

prompted to give the money to a co-laborer of Christ named George Mueller. 

“Oh no, Lord,” answered Spurgeon, “I need it for my own dear orphans.” Yet Spurgeon 

couldn’t shake the idea that God wanted him to part with it. Only when he said, “Yes, 

Lord, I will,” could he find rest. 

With great peace, he made his way the next morning to Mueller’s orphanage and found 

the great man of prayer on his knees. The famous minister placed his hand on Mueller’s 

shoulder and said, “George, God has told me to give you the £300 I’ve collected.” 

“Oh, my dear brother,” exclaimed Mueller,” I’ve just been asking him for exactly that 

amount!” The two servants of the Lord wept and rejoiced together. 

When Spurgeon returned to London, he found an envelope on his desk containing more 

than £300. The Lord had returned the £300 he had obediently given to Mueller, with 300 

shillings of interest! 

Spurgeon learned what another generous believer once said: “I shovel out, and God 

shovels in, and he has a bigger shovel than I do.” And while the return may or may not be 

monetary, you can be sure that your heart will overflow with the joy of giving generously 

and seeing His kingdom prosper. 

 

20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.  

P.S. 
21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus.  

 
8 J. Dwight Pentecost, The Joy of Living: A Study of Philippians (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1996), 244. 
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The brethren who are with me greet you.  

22 All the saints greet you,  

but especially those who are of Caesar’s household.  

23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  

• Clarke:  “Nero was at this time emperor of Rome: a more 
worthless, cruel, and diabolic wretch never disgraced the name 

or form of man; yet in his family there were Christians.” 
 

• Barclay:   “Nero had not yet heard of Paul, for his case may 
have been dismissed by lapse of time. But this obscure prisoner 
who has planted the gospel in Caesar’s household has won 
more eternal fame and power than all the Caesars combined. 

Nero will commit suicide shortly after Paul has been executed. 
Nero’s star went down and Paul’s rose, and rises still.”9 

 

Take My Life and Let it Be 

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.  

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love.  

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee.  

Take my voice and let me sing, Always, only for my King.  

Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold.  

Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.  

Take my will and make it Thine It shall be no longer mine.  

Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.  

Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

 
9 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Php 4:21. 


